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Youth development professional discovers extension and 4-H at Central State University

WILBERFORCE, OH – Working for multiple years in youth development, Central State University
Extension (CSUE) 4-H Regional Educator Kevin McGhee was not aware of the opportunities offered by
extension until he joined the fledging team in 2017.
“CSUE was just getting organized and I thought it would be great to be part of an up-and-coming
program,” McGhee says. “I was aware of extension programs but had no formal background in it. I knew
about land grant universities since Lincoln University of Missouri is also one. My earlier work background
was in youth development, which has helped me in my responsibilities within the 4-H program.”
4-H is a community of youth across America learning leadership, citizenship, and life skills as they
work in partnership with adults. The program is committed to helping young people develop skills that will
help them succeed and to empower all youth to reach their full potential. CSU Extension strives to meet the
needs of underserved and underrepresented youth in urban and rural communities.
As a regional 4-H educator, McGhee creates, plans and administers partnerships with community
entities as well as manages 4-H volunteers.
The Chicago native received his undergraduate degree (cum laude) in journalism from Lincoln
University and his graduate degree (summa cum laude) in leadership development from Wright State
University. He has worked as a program instructor and teen REACH coordinator with the Boys and Girls
Club of Chicago. McGhee is a member of the Joint Council of Extension Professionals, Alpha Kappa Mu
Honor Society and National Association of Extension 4-H Agents.
He first joined CSUE as the Montgomery County 4-H Educator and is now working as a regional
educator throughout multiple counties.
Through the past several years with CSU Extension, McGhee knows he has made a difference.
“Each summer, I have had the opportunity to participate in the CSUE Seed to Bloom Ag-STEM
Residential Camp and Discovery Day Camp,” he says. “I have had the opportunity to watch students come
back year after year. They are excited to see me and share new experiences.”
Although relatively new to working in extension, McGhee would encourage other professionals to
consider the path as a career choice.
“The work is hard at times but it is rewarding,” he adds. “I enjoy being among like-minded people
that want to make positive changes in the community. I personally look forward to continuing to grow with
the community and being part of positive change in Ohio. Extension is a great place to do all of it.”
For more information about any CSUE 4-H/youth development program, visit
www.CentralState.edu/csuextension.

Kevin McGhee with Discovery Day Camp students.
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