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Lines were long in the polling place at the Ward Center on November 2, and the wait at times was near three hours, but this did not deter CSU students from voting. They came out in record numbers, tallying a 44 percent turnout. This is more than double the 18.6 turnout recorded in the 2000 presidential election. 

There were pre-election challenges by the Republican Party of ten students registered to vote in the CSU precinct and ten in the Wilberforce University precinct. Most of these students had to vote by provisional ballot. On Election Day, there were challengers at the polling place, but not many actual challenges were issued. Voting went smoothly for the most part. 

Our Dean of Students, Al West, and the Student Government Association, as well as their counterparts on the Wilberforce University campus did a good job of not only registering and encouraging students to vote but also planning for and informing students about what to expect at the polls and possible problems that might arise on Election Day. 

I am pleased that so many of our students chose to vote in this election. I’d like to see a continuing effort on this campus to not only encourage students to vote but also engage in the political process in other ways. 

Enrollment

As I reported last time, our enrollment has increased once again, to 1820 students. That’s a 12.3 percent increase. Statewide, enrollment in Ohio undergraduate institutions increased by only 52 students. In addition, the number of black students among Ohio State University’s entering freshmen was down 28 percent this fall. Applications from African American students were also down by 28 percent. Central State had the largest increase and clearly had an impact on the total state enrollment picture. 

Next year, we are shifting our focus with respect to enrollment, using a two-prong approach. First, we will not be seeking to increase the total number of new, first-time freshmen, as we did this year and previous years, but rather the academic profile of our entering students. Studies have shown a direct correlation between academic preparedness and retention and graduation rates. Our goal is to increase the average ACT and SAT scores as well as the average GPA of new, first-time students. Second, we will pay particular attention to retaining current students. We believe using this two-prong approach will not only maintain our enrollment base, but also increase it because we will be able to retain and graduate more students. 
Proposed budget cuts

The Ohio Board of Regents held its monthly meeting at Central State in September. We had an opportunity during that meeting to talk about CSU during a presentation to the board. I asked for the Regents’ support of our efforts to continue to grow our enrollment by enhancing our academic program. I specifically mentioned the need to develop new academic programs at Central State. This will help us compete in the higher-education market and enhance our ability to attract top-quality students as well as faculty.

Unfortunately, it looks as if we may not be adding any new programs in the near future. There are some threatening clouds on the horizon with respect to our budget for FY2006-2007. 

The Ohio Board of Regents at its October meeting approved a “flat funding” budget recommendation that called for no overall increase in higher education spending. That means cuts in selected areas, and the Central State and Shawnee State supplements were among the targeted line items. If this budget receives final approval, the supplement would be cut by 15 percent over two years—a total of $1.6 million. At the same time, the state share of instruction and Access and Success Challenge funding would also decreased along with funding for the International Center for Water Resources. If this budget is approved, CSU would see its total state funding decrease by $1.8 million, or 10.5 percent, from FY 05 levels.

The Regents also approved what they called an “initiative” budget, which they said “helps move higher education and the state in the right direction.” This budget calls for an overall increase of 12.3 percent over two years in funding for higher education. But CSU would see only a slight increase under this budget. The supplement would remain flat, the state share of instruction and Access and Success Challenge funding would decrease, and the funding for the ICWR would increase slightly. In total, we’d see a 3.2 percent increase, or $548,000, over the two-year budget cycle.

The budget now goes to the Office of Budget and Management, then to the governor and to the legislature for final approval, in June. As we have done before we will argue, at the state and local levels, for holding our supplement harmless. The Central State University supplement is core funding and not discretionary; it is integral to our ability to carry out our mission. We cannot continue to grow and thrive, and thus reduce our reliance on the supplement, if the S  tate starves us of resources.  

Homecoming

Homecoming was a success in terms of the number of people — 10,000-12,000 — who visited campus over the weekend. It was less than successful in terms of the dollars generated. Mr. Fairbanks will talk about this in his report. We plan to take a good look at the activities and infrastructure surrounding Homecoming, with an eye toward making changes that will improve next year’s event. 

Marauder football

The Maroon and Gold game, a focal point of Homecoming and the kickoff event for the Marauder football campaign, did not yield the return we had hoped. We’re still far short of our goal with respect to the return of Marauder football—we’ve raised a little more than half of the $1.5 million we must raise before fielding a team. Institutional Advancement will be working hard over the next several months to raise the necessary funds. The deadline for meeting the goal is April 1. Game schedules for the coming academic year are set in April, and if we don’t have the necessary funds by then, we will not be able to participate in that process.

NCAA membership

The NCAA membership process is moving along. I attended an orientation meeting in September, along with Athletic Director Theresa Check and other CSU staff. Members of the NCAA compliance team also visited the campus that month, and NCAA staff were on campus last week to conduct drug testing on some of our athletes. NCAA institutions are required by the NCAA to submit to random drug testing of their student-athletes. The target date for completion of the NCAA membership process is 2008. 

Thurgood Marshall award

Eleven Central State students, including student trustee Tobias Brown, attended the Thurgood Marshall Scholarship Fund National Leadership Institute in New York City last weekend. The Central State Chorus also performed, receiving a standing ovation. All the students represented Central State well, and I was proud to represent them at the annual awards dinner Monday evening. There I received the Thurgood Marshall Education Leadership Award. 

As I said during my acceptance speech, the award is not mine alone to claim. Others also deserve credit, including my mother, my wife, Carolyn, and my administrative team, including this remarkable Board of Trustees, which is largely responsible for the remarkable developments taking place at Central State University. They deserve recognition for their unselfish support and dedication to our mission. 

Center for Education

Bids for the Center for Education are due November 9, and a request to the Controlling Board will submitted the next day. We hope to begin construction in January and have the project complete by August 2006.

Outreach

A speech I gave welcoming the annual Ohio State University Roads Scholars during their annual visit to Central State may result in some interesting partnerships between CSU and OSU. I talked about various ways our two institutions might collaborate, one of which was on a joint initiative addressing the issue of student health, with a particular focus on reducing the incidence of obesity among students. 

After the speech, three OSU faculty members said they were interested in exploring such a partnership. We had a follow-up meeting with one of them and discussed what steps could be taken to develop an initiative and how we might work together. Nothing was finalized, but we have begun exploring funding sources for a joint initiative. I’d like to have a program in place for the incoming freshmen in 2005. My goal is to make health awareness on of Central State’s core values. 

In September, I met in Washington, D.C., with Senator Voinovich, Congressman Dave Hobson, and Congresswoman Stephanie Tubbs Jones. The purpose of the meetings was to discuss various federal grants we are trying to secure or have secured. They all were supportive of our efforts to secure external funding and pleased with the progress the University has made over the last several years. 
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